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In an address before the UN General Assembly on Dec. 2, Argentine President Raul Alfonsin
asserted that economic interdependence has transformed the planet into a ship in which some
societies travel first class. He continued by stating that such privilege is dangerous: "There is a
bomb located in the hull of the ship. We need to deactivate this bomb, not only in the interest of
social justice, but also to meet the concrete interests of all peoples." Alfonsin then reiterated his
call for a genuine "dialogue" between nations of the North and South. He continued: "Today,
initiating dialogue is often seen as a sign of weakness. However, recent experiences in military and
political spheres clearly demonstrate that true strength is found in the willingness to dialogue on
reasonable and rational bases. Such dialogue requires the effort of everyone, not only the nations
of the North, but also those of the South...New formulas of dialogue do not imply dismissing any of
our own responsibilities." On demands for holding special UN sessions on development and other
international issues, Alfonsin said that such demands "in no way imply confrontation...We wish
to be protagonists of a new peace...We wish to respond to people everywhere who are demanding
that their human dignity be respected." Alfonsin and President-elect George Bush met for only an
hour before the Argentine delegation boarded a plane for Buenos Aires. Although formal statements
regarding the meeting were not issued by either party, Argentine sources told AP that Alfonsin
expressed the opinion that for social and economic reasons on the part of creditor and debtor
nations, Latin America hopes that the new US administration will rapidly undertake a campaign
to resolve the foreign debt problem. In remarks to reporters at UN central headquarters on Friday
morning, Alfonsin described the military rebellion in his country as a problem of displine affecting
one unit of the armed forces. He added that all measures had been taken to contain the problem.
(Basic data from AP, 12/02/88)
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